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This profile presents key 

statewide information about 

demographics and funding 

for the Commonwealth’s 

public schools.

Formula-required 
local expenditures:

$3.3 billion     

Between 2009 and 2016, 
state direct aid per pupil will drop

Despite a statewide 

increase in enrollment of 

4.3% since 2009, state 

direct aid has decreased. 

As a result, state direct aid 

per pupil has decreased 

17% and the state share of 

support for operations has 

decreased.

FUNDING

-17%

... that Virginia’s localities spent more than twice the amount required by the 
state funding formula to support SOQ programs in 2013?

Did you know .... 

Over time, students’ needs have not changed, and 
some have even increased!

While the state share of support has decreased, localities 
and the federal government are investing more.

Enrollment has been 
increasing and is 
projected to grow more.

14.1% of all students lived in poverty in 
2012, an 18% increase from 2007.

41% of all students got free or reduced 
lunch in Fall 2013, up 24% from 2007.

6% of high schoolers dropped out in 
2013, a 32% decrease from 2008. 

89% of high schoolers graduated on
time in 2013, a 9% increase from 2008.

48.6% 44.9% 6.4%

51.3% 40.9% 7.8%
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Local Share State Share Federal Share

$4,739

number of 4-year olds with state 

Virginia Pre-School Initiative 

funding in 2014-2015

pupil-teacher ratio in 2013

of all 3rd graders did not 

pass SOL reading in 2014

Total funding for operations*
*Operations include regular day school, school food services, summer adult, adult education, and 
other education, but not pre-K, non-LEA, non-regular day school, debt service, or capital outlay.

2013

 $14.6 billion
(2013 dollars) 

 $14.2 billion

Sources: Virginia Department of 
Education, U.S. Census Bureau, National 
Center for Education Statistics

The Commonwealth Institute for Fiscal Analysis
August 2014
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number of schools in Virginia in 2014

(2013 dollars)

Actual local 
expenditures:

$6.8 billion     

Projected


